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COMMITTEE REPORTS

8. Policy Committee

The committee chair provided a report on the committee’s recent meeting.

8.1

Prescribed Opioid Analgesics (Narcotics) — Policy
04-06, Part Il, Application 4 and new Addendum B

WCB has had a long-standing opioid medical benefits policy that has worked well to
balance access to medically necessary care with a focus on safe and timely return to
work. However, as medical knowledge grows, and to ensure WCB's opioid policy
reflects this updated knowledge, a policy review was included in the 2021-2023 Policy
Project Plan.

Guided by current medical knowledge, WCB adjudicates coverage for medically
necessary opioids differently based on whether they are prescribed during the acute
and post-operative period, for palliative care, or during long-term opioid therapy. The
proposed policy revisions add clarity and transparency regarding these different
treatment modalities and expectations.

The revised policy also updates references to the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Alberta’s (CPSA) Standards of Practice for prescribing narcotics as well as their advice
to the profession reinforcing that the policy is based on current medical knowledge. A
draft addendum of medical references used throughout the revised policy has also
been developed.

MOTION
2022/06/16 It was moved that,

The Board of Directors approve the proposed revisions to
Policy 04-06, Part Il, Application 4 and the accompanying new
Addendum B, with an effective date of January 1, 2023. This
policy will apply to all new prescriptions for opioids (including
renewals) made on or after the effective date. CARRIED



